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Our exclusive tropical suit
is actually washable

Not only does this suit bring you the comfort of
lighter weight materials, but also the crease-
resistance of a polyester and wool blend that
travels well and washes with ease. Our exclusive
3-button model is offered in solid navy, olive,
tan or Cambridge blue; Glenurquhart plaids of
grey, brown or blue; or stripes on grey, navy or
brown. Coat and trousers, $205 Second Floor

Use your Brooks Brothers card, American Express or Diners Club
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The best place to buy Spring
ready-to-wear suits is from
New York’s finest custom tailor.

Our Spring ready-to-wear suits are cut from the
same imported fabrics, to the same exclusive design,
as Dunhill Tailor’s custom made suits costing up
to $2000.00.

And just asimportantly, the same people who fit
and tailor those suits for many of the world’s best
dressed men, are the same fitters and tailors who do
the alteration and fitting for our ready-to-wear cus-
tomers. And obviously, their first hand knowledge of
the design and materials of your suit make it just that
much more certain that it will conform to your
unique fitting concerns.

Cut from a selection of over forty of the finest im-
ported solids, stripes, nail-head, plaid and pin-dot
fabrics of perfect Spring weight and hand.

And unlike our custom made suits, these are
priced from four hundred and seventy-five, up to six
hundred and fifty dollars.

American Express of course.

L DUNHILL TAILC

65 East 57th Street - New York * New York - 10022 +(212)355-0050

By JON NCRDHEIMER
Special to The New York Times

DARTMOUTH, England For
weeks the rumors would not go away.
Was it possible, neighbor asked neigh-
bor in the Devon countryside as winter
turned into spring, that several hun-
dred bodies of American soldiers lay
buried in an unmarked grave beneath
the rich green turf in a pasture of a
farm owned by Nolan Tope?

When told of the ‘‘secret mass
grave,” Mr. Tope, who was 10 years old
in 1944, was the loudest of the scoffers.
He said he wouldn’t welcome anyone
poking in his fields during lambing sea-
son, looking for dead G.I.’s. He closed
his farm to outsiders and threatened
legal action against trespassers.

Dorothy Seekings was one of those
convinced the field held a dark secret.
She said she had seen the dead piled on
the ground 40 years ago while the mass
grave was prepared.

““The bodies were in American uni-
forms,’’ she told a local reporter look-
ing into the mystery, which has only re-
cently been cleared up by research into
old United States Army records.
“There were great mounds of earth in
the field and I was told they were going
to be buried there. I certainly never
heard that they were moved.”’

Grim Past Is Awakened

The truth proved less eerie than the
rumors.

In this section of Devon called the
South Hams, Mrs. Seekings’'s account
reawakened a lost period of time, the
war years when American trogps
preparing for the assault on the French
seacoast occupied the tidy villages and
set up camps in the green fields. The in-
habitants were ordered out of the area
and evacuated to other parts of the
country. The 40th anniversary of D-day
on June 6 and the preparations for the
invasion will be marked in local ob-
servances this spring.

The selection of South Hams was not
an arbitrary one. The coast on one side
of the evacuated zone has five miles of
pristine beach called Slapton Sands.
American combat troops from the VII
Army Corps used the wide beach and
the broad waters of Lyme Bay to train
for the invasion of France, code-named
Operation Overlord. With low grassy
dunes and fast-climbing hills, the coast

there closely resembled VII Corps’ des-
tination in the coming invasion, Utah
Beach in Normandy.

The 3,000 evacuees held little ani-
mosity for the Americans. “It was a
question then of doing your bit for the
war effort,”” recalled John Hannaford,
a butcher at Torcross at one end of the
beach, who was 17 in 18944. ““We were
told to get out and it was a year before
people were allowed to return.”

Little Is Changed by Time

The terrain of southwest England,
where Devon and Cornwall thrust into
the sea like an elephant’s head, has
changed little in four decades if one ig-
nores the patches of trailer parks in the
coastal towns. From the air the hedge-
rowed fields and high-banked country
roads bordered with fiourishes of prim-
roses, buttercups and wild violets look
like a bright mosaic of lime and jade
green tiles angling toward the bluesea.

Today the area around the historic
port of Dartmouth draws upper-mid-
dle-class retirees, artists and yachts-
men who live in cottages on hills that
look down on the River Dart as it
snakes lazily from the sea into the
countryside. At Dittisham, where Aga-
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tha Christie and Daphne Du Maurier
kept houses, the river in the spring of
1944 was choked with invasion landing
craft, and in the fields, beneath camou-
flage nets, munitions and supplies were
stacked ready for D-day.

Five weeks before the Normandy
landings, American forces here staged
Exercise Tiger, a nighttime operation
to put troops and supplies ashore at
Slapton Sands under simulated combat
conditions.

In the darkness, out on the cold
waters of Lyme Bay, disaster struck.

Unease Turns to Panic

Somehow, several German E-boats
— fast coastal raiders — slipped into
Lyme Bay in the early morning hours
of April 28 and put torpedoes into three
of the unprotected landing ships carry-
ing about 3,000 G.1.’s whose job was to
unload supplies on the invasion beach.

Two of the stricken ships, called
LST’s. sank after two hours. At first a
few of the men aboard the vessels joked
about their situation, how the ‘‘dry
run’’ had gotten out of hand and the
simulation had taken a bad turn. But as
the burning ships settled, unease
turned to panic.

A secret inquiry held later heard
statements about the lack of discipline
on the decks. “Officers cannot expect
their men to remain cool when they
themselves seem to go completely
crazy,” Col. Eugene M. Caffey, com-
mander of the First Engineers Special
Brigade, told Army investigators.

Secret Kept for 40 Years
Some men died when they went
below deck to get duffel bags and other
personal possessions. Many drowned
because they did not know how to in-
flate life vests or wear them properly.
Dozens tied them around the waist like

lifebelts.
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Roberto Robledo is one of the new designers yg
familiar with in Expressions. Because only a nev
come up with this: the cotton/polyester button-tog
in a white and khaki stripe. Sizes PS,M, $116.

By daylight, vessels crisscrossed the
waters off Slapton Sands to retrieve the
bodies of Americans who died that
night.

These were surely the bodies Doro-
thy Seekings, then 23 years old,
remembers seeing on the Tope farm, a
few miles over the ridge from Dart-
mouth. Unlike most residents of South
Hams, she was not evacuated because
her father was a baker and needed her
to help deliver doughnuts to the Ameri-
cans.

Mrs. Seekings was instructed not to
reveal what she had glimpsed. She kept
the secret for 40 years.

Alarmed that the German raid could
expose plans for D-day, the Allied high
command made sure all information
on the episode was buried with the
bodi

es.
Bodies of Half Unrecovered

On the morning of June 6, VII Corps
landed on Utah Beach and met only
light resistance. There were fewer than
100 American casuaities.

But on that dark night in late April,
the Army revealed much later, 749
American soldiers and sailors were
lost on Lyme Bay.

According to official Army records
on file at the Military History Institute
in Pennsylvania, about half of the num-

Muriel Hamlyn of Cheshire,
England, reading inscription on
monument at Slapton Sands beach
in the South Hams section of Devon.
The plaque was erected by the U.S.
Army in gratitude to local residents
for giving up their homes during
exercises for the D-day invasion.

The New York Times/ Jon Nordheimer

ber lost that night were never recov-
ered from the sea. Those that were
recovered were buried the next day.

The names of some of the known
dead obtained from the institute were
checked recently against names on file
with the Army Battlefield Monuments
Commission in Washington. These
records showed that the victims of Ex-
ercise Tiger who were recovered and
buried in the field had been quietly ex-
humed and moved to other cemeteries
after the war, while the Exercise Tiger
episode remained an official secret.
Army publications in 1951 contained in-
formation on the exercise and the loss
of 749 lives but attracted little public at-
tention.

There is a marker, placed after the
war, on the beach at Slapton Sands, ex-
pressing the gratitude of the United
States Army to the people of South
Hams for giving up their homes and
property in 1944 so preparations for
D-day could be conducted.

Several weeks ago vandals damaged
the poles flying the American flag and
daubed the memorial with red paint
and peace symbols.

There is no marker to the 749 dead of
Exercise Tiger, shrouded by secrecy
and time. There is only the sea break-
ing on the coast of Devon to suggest
their fate.

VAN CLEEF & ARPELS,

SPECIAL SPRING
SALE

at our

BOUTIQUE

Reductions of 20% to 50%
off regular prices
on a special selection of
precious jewelry, and
famous name watches and clocks.

Boutique at

BERGDORFE GCWODMAN

746 Fifth Avenue. New York 10019 » (212) 644-9500
Van Cleef & Arpels honors major credit cards.

MOCVS

Expressions (D. 676), Third Fioor, Herald Square. Use your Macy's charge.
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x 11 x 6”. Perfect Flight Bag!

6 EAST 53RD STR

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

TRAVELERS ., WORKING

BUSINESSMEN, PHOTOGRAPHERS,

MODELS, ARTISTS, DOCTORS, PILOTS,

STUDENTS, EXPLORERS, FISHERMEN, CAMPERS,

ACTIVE SPORTS PEOPLE, HUNTERS, SHOOTERS, YACHTSMEN,

HAVE FOUND THIS CARRY-ALL TO BE THE MOST VERSATILE EVER.
Probably the world’s most copied bag. The authentic Originals are still
made exclusively for us, by our meticulous craftsmen in Spain and
France. Why settle for less than the best? 3 zippered compartments,
big back pocket, adjustable shoulder strap, removable waist strap for
steady, 1-shoulder carrying, plus snap-out washable liner. Roomy 162"’

# 6048—Gold or Brown LETHERLUX® $415
# 6045—-0live Green Battue ® Cloth—$420
““A Classic is Forever®”

HUNTING WORILI®

, NEW YORK, 10022

“The Bag That WonThe World!®”

ASK SOMEONE WHO OWNS ONE!®

BOB LEF'S
World Famous
“QRIGINAL"

CARRY-ALL BAG
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Add $30n Mai! Orders.
N.Y. Res. Add Tax.
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